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Club Dates 
Working Bee   10.00 am  First Saturday of the month 
General Meeting  7.30  pm  Second Monday of the month 
Boat Group   7.30  pm  First Wednesday following General Meeting 
Engineering   7.30  pm  Third Monday of the Month  
Scale Railway    7.30  pm  Each Tuesday 
Thursday Toilers  9.30  am  Each Thursday 
Committee Meeting  7.30  pm  Last Monday of the month 
CONROD Deadline  12.00pm  Friday following Committee Meeting 

1 John Wilson Drive, St Kilda, Dunedin, New Zealand 
www.omes.org.nz 

www.facebook.com/OtagoModelEngineering 

The Otago Model Engineering Society 

CONROD is printed by: 
 

Wickliffe Limited 
11 Glenelg Street 
Phone: 466 5100 
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President Report 
Hello, fellow Members.  Wel-
come to the new year; here's 
hoping it's a good year in every 
respect for one and all. 
 
The end-of-year function on 
Saturday 19

th
 December, con-

sisting of a running afternoon 
and a catered dinner in the 
hall, was a great success, so 
much so that it was decided to 
hold a similar event in June around the shortest day.  Thirty-
seven people enjoyed the two course meal and companionship 

for $15 a head, while quite a 
few others had been running 
models but chose not to stay 
on for the meal. 
 
A reminder that there will be 
an informal General Meeting 
this Monday, the  11

th
, usual 

place and time.  No Minutes, 
no resolutions or motions; 
anything of importance which 
is agreed to will need to be 

ratified at the next formal General Meeting (that will be in March, 
as the date for the February one falls in the middle of Festival-
Week).  It will be largely just a social get-together, which I be-
lieve has in the past been a regular thing for the second Monday 
evening of each new year, but with the added purpose of going 
over the preparations for Festival-Week.  This is, of course, the 
next major event on the OMES calendar and I hope everyone 
will get right behind it in whatever way they can.  The more 
members who turn up to help, the easier it will be for everyone 
to take a break and just enjoy what's happening and the models 
on display.  So please set aside some time to take part, and 
bring a model or two to display and/or run.   
 
A month after Festival-Week the Society will hold its Annual 
General Meeting (on Monday 14

th
 March).  It would be useful to 

start thinking about this, particu-
larly in regards to who will be the 
next President, Vice-President 
and Committee-Members, and 
also about any changes you may 
want to see made to the Rules.  
Remember that every society 
needs people to step up and run 
it.    
 
Continues Over..... 

PATRONS  
Robert Storm  
Graham Batts  
Chris Staynes  
 
Hon Solicitor  
T.Whitcombe 
todd@ond.co.nz  
 
PRESIDENT  
Michael Forrest  
455 1642 
gemi@slingshot.co.nz 
 
SECRETARY  
Michael O’Cain  
488 2075  
mikeocain@xtra.co.nz  
 
TREASURER  
Colin Nicholls  
454-5432 
colinn@clear.net.nz  
 
COMMITTEE  
MEMBERS  
Colin Downing  
454 2528  
Kevin Gamble 
455 4547 
Henry Goosselink  
(Boat Group Leader) 
488 3284  
John Knight  
(Scale Railway Leader) 
476 6312  
Stewart Robertson 
021 1480683  
Terry Smith  
(Vice President) 
454 5697  
Allan Stevens 
455 8665 
Jim Woods 
(Engineering Leader) 
476 1369 
Murray Wright   
489 4218 
  
Librarian 
Brian Niven 
bniven@maths.otago.ac.nz  
 
Booking Officer  
Terry Smith (V. P.) 
terry.45.smith@gmail.com  
 
Conrod Editors  
Russell and Lachlan Clark 
476 3663 
conrod.omes@gmail.com 
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Editors Desk 

You have to admire the New Zealand summers.  Hot and calm one minute, blow-
ing a gale and freezing cold the next.  With festival week fast approaching I am 
sure the club is collectively hoping for some good weather.  The show is looking 
set to be as good as ever with visitors from across the country and our regular visi-
tors from across the Tasman confirming their attendance.  The hall display should 
be an interesting one too.  With a theme focusing on the clubs 80 year history we 
are hoping to see plenty of models representing each of the last eight decades as 

well as models in varying stages of completion.  For 
a full run down on the details of Festival Week see 
page 9.     
 
This months Conrod is a bit than usual owing to the 
Christmas break but contains all the important infor-
mation regarding Festival Week.  There will be an 
informal General Meeting on the 11th of January to 
go over the final details and to hand out the posters 

for those who want them.  A copy of the 2016 Festival Week poster is also in-
cluded with the email edition of Conrod.   
 
Over the summer I have been reading More Than 
Just a Place of Work by Ian Dougherty.  The 
book outlines the history of the Hillside Railway 
Workshops, from their humble beginnings in 
1875, through their heyday, and concludes with 
coverage of the aftermath following the work-
shops closure in late 2012.  The book covers 
many of the political, social, technical, and safety aspects of working at Hillside.  
The author interviewed several ex-Hillside workers including our own Des Burrow 
and Kevin Gamble.  (Photo Source: TEARA)     
Continues Over..... 

Boiler Inspectors  
Des Burrow 
454 5565 
Colin Downing 
454 2528 
Logan McGhie 
476 1425 
Allan Stevens  
455 8665  
Jim Woods 
476 1369 
 
Boiler Records 
Geoff French 
454 2171 
 
Safety Group 
Gary Douglas 
476 7311 
Chris Kennedy 
466 7372 
David McBride 
476 1992 
Stewart Robertson 
021 1480683  
Jim Woods 
476 1369 

There was no Committee-Meeting 
in December to report on, and so 
far nothing has come up requiring 
urgent action by the Committee. 
 
Looking forward to seeing every-
body next Monday, and during 
Festival-Week. 
   
Michael Forrest. 
 
P.S.:  There will be time for Bits on 
the Table at the informal meeting, 
so bring  all the models you've be-
gun or finished over the holidays 
to whet our modelling appetites! 
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http://www.teara.govt.nz/en/photograph/22663/hillside-railway-workshops
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Engineering Group 
Welcome to 2016. Hope everyone had a good Christmas and new 
year. Wasn’t the weather good?  
 
The December meeting was fairly quiet with a handful of member 
present. In fact we were done and dusted by 9 o’clock. Unfortunately 
the chief OMES photographer was away in Wellington, so I have no pictures.   
 
Russell showed examples of his first bit of cutter 
sharpening off his tool and cutter grinder he has built. 
There was discussion about techniques of sharpen-
ing.  Geoff had the chimney for his Railmotor to show. 
Again, a fine bit of work. 
 
Colin D gave us a run down on the annual festival dis-
play plans. We are looking for workshop equipment 
and models under construction for the hall this year.   
 
Continues Over..... 
 

Also on my summer reading list was the 
December 2015/January 2016 issue of 
The Shed.  An article, entitled ‘Going 
Loco’, looks at the progress the Blen-
heim Riverside Railway Society is mak-
ing on rebuilding a 2ft gauge, 100 year 
old 0-4-0 tank loco.  The loco, named 
Donald, was found in a swamp near 
Farewell Spit and is being brought back 
to life by a small team of dedicated vol-
unteers.  The rebuild has included a re-
placement boiler and conversion from a 0-4-0 wheel base to an 0-4-2 configuration 
in order to reduce track damage and wear. Photo Source: Stuff.co.nz    
 
Lachlan Clark 
 
From the Archives 
A collection of photos from the 1942 picnic. From Stan Vernon’s Collection  
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http://www.stuff.co.nz/marlborough-express/your-marlborough/73452754/Railway-society-opens-its-doors
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Now our next meeting this month will be a hands on 
one. We hope to finish off the repairs to the track by 
having a “bolt up night” so if you are coming, bring a 
few tools to help. If we can get several teams of 4, 
we should be able to “knock the bastard 
off” (apologies to Sir Ed). 
 
OK, that is about all for now. See you at the club for 
the tidy up the week leading up to Festival Week 
and of course a great week (6

th
-14

th
 Feb) of running 

Festival week. Hopefully we will have plenty of visi-
tors, so look after them. 
 
Regards, 
 
Jim 

Tether Cars 
“Santa came early to the tether car group.” 
 
On Friday the 23rd, a run was arranged with about a 
half a dozen cars. With the now completed surface 
regrinding and filling the track looked impressive, but 
after a couple of runs we soon realised just how 
good it was going to be. The cars were very stable 
and times also increased. Gordon Rusbatch ended 
up fasted time of the day at over 160 kph. (100+ 
mph) the latest club member to reach the magic 
“100mph Club” on our track. Congrats Gordon! Most 
other times were around the 110 – 140 kph mark. 
Unfortunately Hamish Tyson’s new car had the nor-
mal teething problems with a loose fly wheel and 
only completed a couple of laps, but with its pedi-
gree we expect some records to be broken soon.  
Chris Kennedy was starting to get some good times 
out of his Red Masserati but blamed the slower 
times on tyre sizes for not getting near Gordon’s re-
cord. With a few more possible runs over January 
everyone’s now really looking forward to Festival 
Week. 

 
Finally, a big 
thanks to all 
members for 
supporting the 
upgrades to the 
track and hope 
everyone has 
had a great 
Christmas. 
 
Murray Wright 
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Scale Railway 
A range of topics were discussed at our December meeting. These 
included the roster for our festival week exhibition, whether the club 
could participate at the Wings & Wheels show on the Taieri mid 
January, a review of the train show held this year with ideas of timing 
and possible improvements, and how to progress the rebuilding of the N scale 
modular layout. A donation of magazines and catalogues was received, with most 
of the catalogues being retained for the library and the remainder being circulated 
among the members.  
 
There was also thought given to being able to run a short train, powered by DC, on 
either the sawmill line or using / converting one of the (mostly hidden) loops at the 
front left hand end of the layout. If the layout was being run on DCC, then it would 
not be wise to run the sawmill line on DC, since there is a possibility of ‘cooking’ a 
loco motor should a mistake in switching the crossover between these two sec-
tions be made. The writer has a circuit that allows a train to go back and forth 
along a piece of track, pausing at each end, but we could also provide a “push the 
button to start the train” and use a timed run to increase movement seen on the 
layout. Suggested we need crossing bells and maybe arms at the road crossing 
situated on the same end of the layout. For a working system, reliable bi-
directional train detection for dual tracks will be required. Any volunteers? 
 
Selwyn displayed some recent purchases in N gauge. He has ven-
tured into some British stock he saw on TradeMe, and showed a 
Lima class 31 in BR Blue livery with a variety of items from Peco – 
wagons, tanks (both petrol and milk), brake vans, and also some 
U.S. stock – hopper and tank wagons. 
 
Brian Niven 
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Boating Group Report 
For our December meeting we had 19 members present and we started the eve-
ning with boats on the pond at 7pm.  Unfortunately it started raining in the early 
part of the evening and with a rather cool wind blowing we all moved inside at 
7:30pm. 
 
Notices 
A thank you to all the boaties who turned up at various times in support of the 
Christmas parties; your strong support was noted. 
 
Roster for festival week 2016.  Please put your name on the roster to indicate 
where you are going to help run the event. 
 
Bits on the Table and Workshop 
Bill King brought along the Mark II airboat.  This is the final model of the clubs pro-
ject and it differs from the Mark I model in various ways.  Murray Vince had made 
two bushed brass rudder tubes for his double ended model. 
 
Bruce Milne had spray painted the hull of his model of the vessel "Ledgerwood", 
and had found that the red spray can had a very poor coverage, requiring several 
coats to obtain a good coverage.  A suggestion from other members was to tint the 
undercoat, especially for any red colour, before applying the top coat. 
 
Kevin Gamble's model of the 
fishing boat "Ros Donn" built in 
1954 with an OAL of 54 feet, 
now has the deck laid and the 
front mast and deck house fit-
ted.  Lance Wild had put to-
gether the "Puffer Steam Kit" to 
power one of his models.  He 
had also finished putting to-
gether a kitset from an Italian 
source. 
 
Continues Over..... 
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Ian Marsh has made the unfortunate discovery 
that the V8 motor in his jet boat had a split block 
owing to a hard frost.  The boat was stored in a 
garage in Otematata.  He has made the neces-
sary repairs so it's now all go for Christmas and 
the New Year vacation. 
 
Brian Nunn is working on his model of HMS Tai-
roa, it is to a scale of 1:16 and is 45" LOA with a 
beam of 6".  He will be making two deck layouts to 
be interchangeable on the hull.  Kevin Gamble is 
also working on a water skier to be towed behind 
one of his boats.  He found the idea in the Decem-
ber 2015 issue of Model Boat. 
 
Gary Douglas had been sorting and charging bat-
teries in preparation for festival week 2016.  
Vaughan Peterson had fitted a new motor to his 
new drill press and had to have the motor re-
versed.  Stuart Reid had fitted a new motor into 
his surfer and had also been working on several 
pieces for the N scale layout.  Henry Goosselink 
had been working on installing an irrigation setup 
for his garden and glasshouse.  James Tamis had 
been preparing various N scale and HO parts for 
festival week.  Bruce Milne had also been charg-
ing batteries and Gordon Duell had been working 
on his model of a submarine type mine sweeper. 
 
Running Night 
It is proposed to have a running night on Wednes-
day 13th January 2016, starting after tea. 
 
Henry Goosselink, Photos: John Anderson 
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Notice Board 

Festival Week 
Time and Date 
 -6th to 14th of Feb 
 -10.30 - 4.30 (Weekend + Waitangi) 
 -6.30 - 8.30 (Week excluding Waitangi) 
 
Roster/Volunteers 
 -The roster is on the notice board.  Please fill it in! 
 -We need at least two Day Controllers each day 
 -There will be Sub Controllers looking after individual areas 
 
Advertising 
 -Star advert is sorted with 21 sponsors 
 -Printed posters will be made available at the January General Meeting  
 -There is a copy with this Conrod (Email only) 
 -Trailer signs and Corflute signs are having the dates updated 
 -Advertising to go live around the 22nd of January 
 
Working Bee 
 -A general tidy up of the grounds and clubrooms 
 -Tuesday 2nd and Wednesday 3rd of February 
 -6.30 pm onwards 
 
Next Festival Week Meeting 
 -Wednesday 20th January 
 -7.30pm 
 -All welcome! 
 -Come along and get involved  
 
 Theme / Hall 
 -Models at different stages of construction 
 -Models from different eras 
 -Need the hall to be chocker 
 -Models of other things like tools and pumps 
 -Items we haven't seen in a long time 
 -Setup Friday 5th 
 
OMES 80th Weekend 
-16th and 17th of April 
-Saturday: Light Lunch, Running Day and Evening Meal  
-Sunday: BBQ Lunch, Running Day 
-Cost will be around $40 for the weekend 
-RSVP to Colin: 454 2528 or downings@hyper.net.nz 
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Sender: 
 
Otago Model Engineering Society 
1 John Wilson Drive 
 
P.O. BOX 2163 
South Dunedin 

Health and Safety  
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Source (Funny Junk) 

«First Name» «Last Name» 
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«Suburb» 
«Town» 
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